
de Lacy, Paul (in press for August 2007). Interpretability, Freedom of Analysis, and the Loop. In 
Sylvia Blaho, Patrik Bye, and Martin Krämer (eds.).  Freedom of Analysis?  Studies in 
Generative Grammar (SSG) 95.  Mouton de Gruyter. 

 
 
The aim of this chapter is to propose the ‘Interpretive Loop’.  The Loop is a limited feedback 

mechanism: if the winning phonological candidate is phonetically uninterpretable, the Loop eliminates it 
from the candidate set and EVAL finds a new winner; this process of elimination and re-EVALuation 
continues until an interpretable form wins.  The Loop is needed to maintain the broadest conception of 
Freedom of Analysis.  The alternative is to prevent GEN from creating uninterpretable forms; I will argue 
that such prevention is neither empirically nor conceptually desirable. 
 


